Frequently Asked Questions

 
1. What is the purpose of the Oakland Cannabis Initiative? 
This initiative will make private adult cannabis (marijuana) offenses the lowest police priority for Oakland.  It also directs the city to support changes in public policy to allow licensing, sale, and regulation of marijuana for private adult use. The purpose of this ordinance is to reduce law enforcement costs, eliminate criminal traffickers, keep cannabis off the streets and away from children, raise much-needed revenue for the city, and advocate for sensible changes to cannabis law at the state level, and other levels of government as necessary.
2. What, specifically, would Measure Z do, if passed?
(1) Make investigation, arrest, prosecution and imprisonment for private adult marijuana offenses the lowest law enforcement priority, while continuing to enforce violations involving distribution to children, street sales and use, and motor vehicle violations.
(2)   Establish a system to license, tax and regulate cannabis for adult use as soon as possible consistent with California law, with regulations to prevent access by minors, require good business practices and health and safety standards, prohibit sales near schools, limit public advertising, and license on-site consumption.
(3)  Create a community oversight committee to monitor implementation of the ordinance and to monitor disbursement of funds raised through cannabis fees and taxes to ensure that they are being spent properly.
(4) Lobby the State (and other levels of government as necessary) for changes in law to allow Oakland and other communities to tax and license cannabis.
3. Why do you believe Measure Z is likely to pass?
In January 2004, a public opinion poll was commissioned of 600 Oakland likely voters.  This poll found a whopping 90% of Oakland voters believe the federal war on drugs is a failure. A full 75% of respondents want the enforcement of private, adult cannabis offenses to be the lowest priority for law enforcement.  In a July poll of 400 likely voters in Oakland, 70% supported the legalization of marijuana. When read the entire ballot language, 65% said they would support it, even after hearing arguments from the opposition.
In the past year, similar initiatives have passed in Seattle, Washington and Mendocino County, California.  A recent article in the Seattle Times entitled “Marijuana Measure Called Effective by Supporters and Foes” reported that marijuana crimes are down since the measure was enacted. “The number of people prosecuted for pot possession has plummeted, and despite predictions of naysayers, there is no evidence of widespread public pot consumption as a result of the measure, which voters approved last year,” it said.
It is politically safe in Oakland for elected officials to support cannabis law reform.  When asked how they would feel about a politician who publicly supported changing cannabis policy toward a tax-and-regulate approach, 40% of likely voters said they would be more likely to vote that candidate, 39% said that it would make no difference in their vote, while only 16% would be less likely to vote for them.
4. Does this initiative violate the law?
No, this initiative does not violate the law – instead it seeks to change the law.  The initiative does not force the city to break laws, but rather, calls upon the city to support efforts to reform California’s laws.  The initiative specifically avoids calling upon Oakland to implement the regulated and taxed sale of cannabis to adults until California law allows it.
5. Does Measure Z allow people to smoke marijuana in public?
No! This initiative seeks to take cannabis off the streets, and out of the hands of dangerous criminals, by moving it into regulated businesses.  Public dealing and public consumption will continue to be illegal. 
6. Will Measure Z help medical marijuana patients?
 
Yes. Oakland has shut down 75% of the medical marijuana dispensaries, forcing patients out onto the streets. Medical marijuana patients continue to face harassment and possible arrest just to acquire their medicine.
 
7. Who’s supporting Measure Z?
 
Measure Z has a broad base of support, including elected officials, community groups, doctors, and patients. Here’s a partial list:
Congresswoman Barbara Lee

Senator Don Perata

Senator John Vasconcellos
Alameda County Supervisor Nate Miley
Alameda County Supervisor Keith Carson
Oakland City Councilmember Nancy Nadel
Oakland City Councilmember Desley Brooks
Oakland School Board Member Dan Siegel

California Nurses Association
Democratic Party of Alameda County

Metropolitan Greater Oakland Democratic Club
Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice
Dr. Frank Lucido, MD, Family Practice Physician
Rev. Harold Mayberry, FAME Church of Oakland
 
8. How can I help get Measure Z passed by a wide margin?
You can assist the initiative effort by volunteering in our office, by donating funds to help support this effort, and by making sure your friends and family vote Yes on Z! You may also sign up for our email newsletter by sending a message to our campaign manager Joe DeVries at measurezjoe@hotmail.com. For more information, or to sign up online, visit 
www.YesonZ.org
To get involved or donate, please fill out and mail the form below, along with your check, to:
Oakland Civil Liberties Alliance, FPPC ID# 1259121
1714 Franklin Street, #100-118 
Oakland, CA 94612

Yes, I want to help pass Measure Z, the Oakland Cannabis Initiative! 
 
I would like to make a contribution to support these efforts.  
          Enclosed is my check (made out to OCLA-PAC) for $_____________________

Please send me additional information about the campaign.

I would like to volunteer to help.  My volunteer interests are: 
 
 
 
 
Name: 
 
 
Organizational Affiliation: 
 
 
Address: 
 
 
City, State, Zip: 
 
 
Phone: _____________________________  Email: 
 
Occupation*: _____________________  Employer*: 
 
 
*This information is required to be reported for contributors over $99.00 
